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AS WE GATHER
The problem with good works is not that we should do them but why. Our works reflect what it is 
we believe and hold dear. Works are the fruit of repentance and faith and do not add to what 
Christ has done in His mighty work of redemption. The call to bear the good fruit of repentance is 
not to work harder to be saved but to manifest in our everyday lives that we are saved, that we 
belong to the Lord, and that He has accomplished all things for our salvation. John faced a 

doing works is not a choice. Hearts of faith will produce the good fruits of repentance. This is the 
calling of Christians and the mark of the work of the Spirit in our lives.

ran members in Altar 

Confessions) that only those who share the same faith and teaching of Doctrine should Commune together. 
Acts 2:42, 1 Cor. 10:17, 1 Cor. 11:26 and Rom. 16:17 is where we find this written, if this is your first time 
at St. Matthew, and would like to take Communion, please talk to the Pastor before the service. If you are 

taking Communion, please fill out the Communion Registration form. ****

service in the Narthex. We here at St. Matthew pray
that you enjoy your time worshiping with us today.

Second Sunday of Advent



LSB 341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 
INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
The night is far gone; the day is at hand. 
So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light. 

Silence for self-examination. 
Holy and gracious God, 
I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I 
know the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed but 
some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask 
forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace. 
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 
Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

Introit 
In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 

 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Seek the LORD and his strength; 
 seek his presence continually! 

Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,

O offspring of Abraham, his servant,
children of Jacob, his chosen ones!

He is the LORD our God;
his judgments are in all the earth.



He remembers his covenant forever,
 the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

KYRIE 
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 
For peace in our hearts, for peace in the church, and for peace in the world, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 
For mercy to forgive all our sins, for mercy to forgive the sins of one 
another, and for mercy for all those in need, let us pray to the Lord: 
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 
For grace to rule our unruly wills, for grace to prepare to receive the Lord in 
His Word and Supper, and for grace to be found faithful when He comes at 
the end of all time, let us pray to the Lord: 
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 
For hope to preserve us from despair, for hope to bear cheerful witness to 
Christ before the world, and for hope to sustain us in the hour of trial, let us 
pray to the Lord: 
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 

Gloria in Excelsis 
Glory be to God on high: 
and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, 
we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great 
glory.  O Lord, the 
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the 
Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou 
that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest 
at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For Thou only 
art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy 
Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
Let us pray. 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be 
rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen.   

                                                                                                              
First Reading Isaiah 11:1-10                                                                               
1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from 
his roots shall bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the 
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the 
Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3And his delight shall be in 
the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide 
disputes by what his ears hear, 4but with righteousness he shall judge the 
poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill 
the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the 
belt of his loins. 6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf 
together; and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall 
graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the 
weaned child shall p 9They shall not hurt or 
destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10In that day the root of Jesse, who 
shall stand as a signal for the peoples of him shall the nations inquire, and 
his resting place shall be glorious.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*****Choir: Christmas Invitation***** 

Epistle Romans 15:4 13 

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that 
through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we 
might have hope. 5May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you 
to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, 
for the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the 

given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for 
his mercy. As it is written,  

 10And again it is said, 
 11And again, ise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the 

 12And again Isaiah says,  
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will  
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by 
the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                         
Thanks be to God 

Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight; all flesh shall 
see the salvation of God. Alleluia. 

Matthew 3:1-12                                                                                           
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.                                                     
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.                                                                                                                             
1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea, 2 3For this is he who 
was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, f one crying 



4

waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all 
Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7But when he 
saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 

come? 8Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not presume to say to 

from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10Even now the axe is 
laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit 
is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11

repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals 
I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with 
fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                         
Praise be to Thee, O Christ 

Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, 

 the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth 

 and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

 God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God,

begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven



 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; 

 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
 and ascended into heaven 

 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord and giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

 who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 
LSB 346 When All the World Was Cursed 

                                       Sermon  
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 
me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free 

spirit. Amen. 
Offering 

 
Prayer of the Church 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For grace to acknowledge the Lord, who made all things for Himself, and for 
faith to trust in His mercy incarnate in Jesus Christ, His Son, let us pray to 
the Lord:



Lord, have mercy. 

For the church established by Christ and sustained by Him through the 
means of grace, for boldness to call a world to repentance, and for 
faithfulness to proclaim His Gospel without fear, let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
For all the nations and peoples of the earth and for those who lead them, but 
especially for this nation, our president, governor, legislators, and 
magistrates, let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
For grateful hearts to receive the good fruits of the earth with thanksgiving 
and for wisdom that we might bear the good fruit of repentance in our lives, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
For all godly and noble vocations, for marriages and children, for the single 
and the retired, let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
For an end to poverty and need and for compassion that we may manifest 
charity for all those in need, let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the sick, the suffering, the dying, and those who attend to them, 
[especially . . .], let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
For all needs of body and soul, and for courage that we may not depart the 
way of Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen. 

  PREFACE 
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.



It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, 
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might 
escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 
Sanctus 

n and earth are full of Thy 
glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is 
He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

 body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembr In the same manner also He took the cup when He 
had supped, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

 blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST                                                                       
As often as we e
death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 



cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming 
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray: 

  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

PAX DOMINI 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

AGNUS DEI 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 
the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest 
away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Distribution / LSB 744 Amazing Grace

Nunc Dimittis



Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before 
the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy 
people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 

Thanksgiving 
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
and His mercy endureth forever. 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Let us pray. 
Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great 
goodness in bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of 
Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to 
believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that, bringing 
forth the fruits of faith, they may continue steadfast and victorious to the day 
when all who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the crown of 
righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

BENEDICAMUS 
Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

BENEDICTION  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen. Amen. Amen.

LSB 632 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, To Thee


